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THE EDITOR ASKS SOME QUESTIONS.

We like to have our farmer read-
ers send us inquiries regarding sub-
jects in which they stand in need of
further information. In every case
these inquiries are promptly an
swered, either privately or through
| The Progressive Farmer, by mem-
bers of our staff or others with
knowledge and experience as to the
matter in hand. But an old proverb
informs us that ‘“turn ab.ut is fair
play.”’ So this week, the editor will

« ‘'T'HE INDUSTRIAL AND EDUCATION-
AL INTERESTS OF OUR PEOPLE PARA-
HAOUNT TO ALL OTHER CONSBIDERATIONSE

¥ StaTE PoLicY, ' is the motto of The |

Progressive Farmer, and upon !:_hi:h
platform it shall rise or fall. Serving |
no master, ruled by no faction, eir-

ask his readers some questions. Here
are a few that have occurred to us:
| Are there any bad roads in your
township?

Are there anv homes in your
neighborhood without the enlighten-
ing and el: vating inlunence of a clean

yamscribed by no selfish or narrow | progressive farm and family news-

solioy, its aim will be to foster and
asromote the best interests of the
whole people of the State. It will be

paper?
Can anything be done to improve

srue to the instincts, traditions and | the public schools in your district?

nistory of the Anglo-Saxon race. On |
all matters relating specially to the‘
zreat interests it represents, it will |
speak with no uncertain voice, but |
will fearlessly the right defend and
impartially the wrong condemn.''—
From Col. Polk’s Salutatory, Feb.
LO, 1886,

W hen sending yvour renewal, be sure to give
exactly the name on label and postoffice to
which the copy of paper you receive is sent.

We invite correspondence, news items, sug
gestions and criticlsms on the subjects of agri-
culture, ultry raising, stock breeding, dairy-
ing, horticulture and “garding; woman's work,
liternture, or any gsubject of interest to our lady
readers, voung people, or the family generally;

ublic matters, current events, political gues-
Enns and prineiples, ete.,—in ghort, any subject
discus=ed in an all-round farm and family news-

per. Communlieations should be free Irom
personalities and party abuse.

Have the people of your section
made any effort to secure rural free
delivery of mails?

Has your public school yet estab-
lished a library?

Is there a Sub-Alliance cr a farm-
er's club of any kind in your school
district?

If yo1 find that you would have to
answer ‘‘yes'' to any o' the above
questions, let us remind you that
there is work for you at home—work
by which you can well serve your
country and your fellowmen While
there is no political campaign this
| year, so that you will have no oppor-
tunity to express yourself upon

Address all business correspondence to and

make money orders payable to*THE PROGRES- |

3IvE FARMER, RALEIGH, N.C.,” and not toany
ndividual connected with the paper.

RENEWALS-The date opposite your name
m your paper, or wrapper, shows to what time
your subseription is vid. Thus 1 Jan., "0,
shows that payment has been received up to
jan. 1, 1900; 1 Jan. ‘01, to Jan. 1, 1901, and so on.
Pwo weeks are required after money is re-
seived before date, which answers tor a receipt,
an e changed. If not properly changed within
two weeks after money is senl notify us

THE PROGRESSIVE FARMER Is the Oficial
Jrgan of the North Carolina Farmers' State
Alliance.

DISCONTIN UANCES—Responsible subserib- @

ors will continue to receive this journal! until
tne publishers are notifled by letter to discon-
fnue, when all arrearnges must be paid. If you

10 not wish the journal continued for another
year after your subscription has expired, you
gshould then notify us to discontinue it. |

Editorial. -

EDITORIAL NOTES.

By a typographical error we are |
made to say in our article on page 1, |
“Peanut growing is an important in- |
dustry in northwestern North Caro- |
lina.”" We wrote “‘northeastern’

Not even ‘‘cash in advance'' can
induce us toinsert an ad. that we re-
gard as unreliable. In one day last

week we returned two cash pay-
ments sent us for such advertise-
ments. When you patronize Pro

gressive Farmer advertizers, rest as
sured that you aredealing with hen
orable men who fulfil their promises

Superintendent of Public Instruce-
tion Toon assures us that some first-
clas: agricultural works will be
recommended to managers of publie
gchool libraries. Let our young men
gee that there is room for the best
gkill and talent on the farm, and a
better day for agriculture will speed- |
ily dawn.

Work has not yet been begun on
the State Fair Premium List, bat an
advance field crop premium list has
been issued and is now being mailed
to the furmers of the State. The
Fair will be held October 21st to
26th, inclusive. Progressive Furmer
readers desiring this list of premiums |
on field crops should write at once
to Secretary .J. E. Pogue, Raleigh,
N C

Nowhere else in the world are the
farmers so thoroughly organized as
in Frunce. The State Depurtment
at Washington has just received a
lengthy bnt by no means dull report
regurding these agricultural associa-

ticns written by Consul John C.
Covert, Lyons, France, a copy of
which i1s now before us. There is in
it mach which American farmers

shoald carefully study, and we pur-
pose muking some liberal extracts
from it in early issues of The Pro
gressive Farmer.

Croesus is far out of date. Some
of our presentday magnates make

more per vear than that celebrated
gentlemman sccumulated during his |
entirs lite ti Tuke these fignras
as given 1 one of our exchuanges:

“Withiin the period of .ne vear and
fifteen davs the oil compuny has dis.
tributed among its stockholders the
agaregute sum of $38,000,000. John
D. Rockefeller's share of this
amounts to $21,080,000 His income
for the last year on these stock hold-

000 daily, including Sundays and
holidays, or nearly $40 a minute."

'ence in politics.

start a township campaign, with a
' platform containing the planks sug-

gested by the questions just asked?
' Is it not possible that you could ac-
| complish just as much good as yon
| have ever accomplished by attend-
| ing party conventions and working
' for your party in campaign years?

New Hampshire, 260 Granges and
24,000 members; Michigan, 420
Granges and nearly 25,000 members.
These States lead, but the Order is
also active and strong in Vermont,
Connecticut, Ohio, Massachusetts.
Thirty States pay dues to the Na-
tional Grange Treasury, and twenty-
four were represented by delegates
at the last National Grange."'

We believe that in the Alliance in
the Carolinas this Grange history
will repeat iteelf. For nearly ten
years, the skies have been dark. If
the cld guard will now stand firm,
we feel confident that steady, healthy
growth is before us.

Farmers whose crops suffer from
insect attacks should apply for Farm-
ers Bulletin No. 127, “Important In-
secticides: Directions for their
Preparationand Use.”” This bulle
tin covers the subjet quite thor-
oughly and may be had free of cost
upon application to the Secretary of
Agriculture, Washington, D, C.

e - — e

IN THIS NUMBER.

Among the «agricultural features
of this issue, the second of J. Edom
Bmith’'s series of articles on ‘“The
Smuall Farmer'' occupiesa prominent
position, and a large number of our
readers will undoubtedly find his
suggestions helpful.

We are glad to have a report of
the Cabarrus County Cotton Grow-
ers’ meetings. We should like to
have similar reports from all farm-
ers’ meetings in this and adjoining

State or National issues, why not BStates.

Attention is directed to Mr. Frank-
kin Shermuan’'s offer to our readers,
Mr. Sherman is making his depart-

'ment of great value to the farmers

How much time did you give last |

'

| year to party conventions, political
' speeches;, and other party work?
Why not devote at leass that much
cf your time to the township cam-
paign this year?

—— - —— - —

IN POLITICS.

of the State and those who suffer
fr mu insect ravages should corre-
spond with him. He will gladly an-
awer inquiries either privately or
through The Progressive Farn.er.
We shounld like to hear from per-
sons interested in forming a Peanut
Growers’ Association. We think

Bro. Conner’s suggestion a good one. |

The territory covered is small, and
an

affected.

The Progressive Farmer is not a |

partisan paper, nor is it a political
paper. Our readers know that we
have persistently Iabored to tear
down party prejudice in members of
all purties, and that we have urged
the importan e of greater independ-
But let no one
suppose that we look with favor
upon the idea of non-interference in
politics upon the part of those who
should bear the responsibilities of
citizenship. As one of our exchanges
well says:

**You often hear a man say ‘Il am
not in polities,” and tacitly assuming
by his manner, that he is a superior
being to those whoare. A man who
is not ‘in politics’ 13 not a good citi-
zen. Politics gives u- our govern
ment, upon which de ends our lives,
liberty and property, and the wel-
fare of our posterity. A man who
is not ‘in it’' has no business livingin
this country.’’

This, we have said, is true.
also true that to do his duty in poli-
ties it is not necessary for the citi-
zen to believe that his particular
party has a corner upon the intelli.
gence and virtue of the country, or

) isrespec - - . -
that he be disrespectful toward mem 'article, we secure the adoption of

1 . = :
' Mr. Wilson’s ideas 1n a half
come a perpetuul candidate for office. | e ) a half dozen

bers of other parties, or tiat he be-

Watch the procession; do your own
thinking ; keep your temper. Then
‘“‘hew to the line and let the chips
full where they mav."”

. - —

THE GRANGE.

A very interesting article from our
point of view is that contributed to
the April Forum, by Mr. Kenyvon L
Butterfield, formerly State Superin-
tendent of Michigan Farmers' Insti-
tutes. He writes on the Grange,
and to all interested in agricultural
organizations his article will prove
helpful A great many Southern
people think the Grange dead; in
this they are much mistaken. From
1880 to 1880, it is true, the organiza-

It is |

|

' *hink that his suggestions are meant
'only for the school in some other

| why they should not be put into

'children’s department, and Trojan

' deserve a wide reading.

tion steadily declined in numbers |

and influence, but it has since made
healthy and regulur growth. As to

its pre<ent strength and status, Mr.

Butterfield says:

“During the last ten years there
has been a widesuread revival of in-
terest in the organization, and the
outlo~k is exceedingly promising.
Bince 1890 the membership has in-
¢reased not less than seventy-five
per cent. New York at present has

000 members; Pennsylvania, 526
Granges and 20,000 members ; Maine,
27. Granges and 29,000 members ;

) | 950 Subordinate Gran ith - |
ings has been rather more than $55,- go8, with 43,

organization

Inquiries regarding soja beans,
rape, ete., ete., reach us occusionally.
When you tes- a new crop, or any-

organization should be easily |

RURAL FREE DELIVERY AGAIN.

A Washington dispatch sent out
last week gives some statistics re-
garding the growth of rural free de-
livery, and comments upon the back-
wardness of the South in asking for
the establishment of routes. We
gquote from the telegram as follows:

“Superintendent Machem, of the
free delivery bureau of the Postoffice
Department, has completed a com-
pilation of the rural free delivery
routes up to April 1, 1901. It is pro-
posed to establish about 4,000 routes
during the coming fiscal year, and
Mr. Machem desired to know how
many routes there were in operation
in each State and how many applica-
tions were pending. Some States
have taken kindly to the system,
while others show a strange reluct-
ance to angage in the enterprise.

“Part of this reluctance is no
doubt due to the fact that the fourth-
class postmasters whd might be re-
placed by rural free delivery want
to hold on to their places and are in-
fluencing their members of Congress
against the installation of the ser-
vice. The Central States east of the
Ohio river and the Eastern States
lead the others in the number of
routes established and the number
applied for. Illinois stands at the
top, with 343 routes established, and
has application: pending for the
establishment of 628 more.

“Indiana is second, having 320
routes in operation, and it wants 341
additional. Ohio has 312 routes and
670 applications. New York has 229
routes and 260 applications.

“On the other hand, Kentucky has
but 15 routes, and has so far asked
for only 25 more. West Virginia is
also low on the scale, with 35 estab-
lished routes and 40 applications.

“Virginia and the Southern St.tes
in general are backward in approv-
ing rural free delivery, and, although

' the department has been willing to

extend it through the South, the ap-
plications are very few. The car-
riers receive from $200 to $500 per
annum, and, as Congress has in-
creased the appropriation over #1,-
000,000, the service can be greatly

| = »
'extended during the coming year."’

| tion.

thing new in agriculture, write up |

your experience for the benefit of
Progressive Farmer readers. Arti-

chokes, soja beans and rane, for in- |

stance, nre discussed in this and the
preceding number of this paper; we
should lika to hear from others who
have grown these crops.

One of the best articles
number 18 “Protit in Sheep.”” No
farmer shoul! fail to read 1i1t. Mr.
Conway handles a large number of
sheep and knows his sabject thor-
oughly.

Mr. Brun«r's remarks regarding
apple-growing may seem unseason-
# le; but it is none toou soon to re-
solve upon a chunge in handling this |

in this

These facts are worthy of atten-
While Illinois has 343 routes,
we have it from an authority that
only eleven routes have been estab-
lished in North Carolina, and South
Carolina has only 39 routes.

Yet we Southern people pay taxes,
just as the Hoosiers do, and we too
have people who need better mail
fucilities. We have only ourselves

' to blame for the apparent aiscrimi
nation against the South. The peo-|
' ple of the North and West have for- |

warded petitions and asked for the
estublishment of routes; the people
of the South have not
their share. Here lies the difference,
and it is to our fhame that it is true.

Superintendent Machem has also
issued a circular of instructions to

crop, which should be a source of | those desiring to secure rural free

great profit to our people.

And now a word as to the contents
of pages | and 5.

Don’t pass over Secretary Wilson's
articie on “The Country School
honse and 1ts Grounds.”” If you |
haven't time to read it now, file it |
away. And when you have read it,
hand it to your school committee-
mun. If by the publication of this

hools,we shall feel that we
have accomplished great good. Don’t

district; there is no good reason
actunal practice on your own school
grounds.

A Social Chat contributor asks for
information regardinz reading cir-
cles among farmers. We shall be
glad to hear from others on the same
subject, for it is an important one.

Page 5 1is by nomeans dull. ““What
Followed," in the Christian Life |

Column ; “Opportunities,”” in the

on the ‘“Value of Good Literature,’’
What do
you think of the latter’s suggestion

as to news apers in the schools?
Among the articles on other pages,
will be found the address of Presi.

dent Winston on the relations of the | Femain in force, and the system will
races, which has attractod wide- |Soon be so extended as to give rural
spread attention. The subject is a | delivery to all sections.

live one, nor is there anything dull |

in Dr. Winston's treatment of it.
Several reports of County Alliance

meetings appear in this issue.

first class plan of organization.
are glad, too, that the Jackson farm-
ers will hold the fort. It isimport-
ant that the Order keep a foothold
in the mountains. We hope for re-
in other mountain

‘ocounties at no distant day.

 importance.
| our
' should not we also have some of the
' benefits of this service?

: We | Tecentiy issued two bulletins, Noz 4
think the Frankiin brethren have a  of Vol. XIIT and 1 of Vol. XIV.

We | first deals with
| Steers’ and she second with “Ex-

'delivery, to which we invite atten

tion, as it refers t) one or two fea

 tures not before mentioned in The

Progressive Farmer. It directs that

| petitions for rural free delivery ser-

vice be heads of families, who shall
show the relative population along
the route, character of the roads,
principal vocations of the people
and the distance each one now has
to travel to receive mail. A map
of the routes proposed is required.
The petition must be indorsed by
either a Senator or Representative
in Congress. Each route must be
over twenty miles long, serving at
least 100 families, and those desiring
the delivery hereafter must b= pre-
pared to put up suitable boxes. A
copy of this circular will be mailed

free upon application to “Postmas- | the bo

ter-General, Washington, D. C.V
We believe that rural free delivery
will be of untold benefit to our
Southern farmers, and we hope that
in every section in which The Pro-
gressive Farmer is read some one |
will take up the matter and urge its |
We pay taxes just as |
Western brethren do; why|

Remember this is not a temporary
measure, but routes once established

The Tennessee Experiment Station

The :
“Feeding Native

periments with Corn, Forage Crcps
and Bpring Cereals.”” They may be
obtained by application direct to the
Station at Knoxville, Tenn.

asked for |

In the rural library law we have a
good example of the value of organi-
zation—another illustration of the
old adage, ‘In union t]_nere is
strength.”” Last October in th.e
Olivia Raney Library hall in this
city, a nnmber of ladies and ge.ntle-
men interested in the educational
welfare of our State, and especially
in bringing our people to realize the
value of good literature, met and or-
ganized the North Carolina State
Literary and Historial Association.
The members decided that the State
ought to have public school libraries,
and when the Legislature met this
subject was brought to the attention
of its members. The idea had the
endorsement of the Association ; the
members of the Association, there-
fore, feit a personal interest in the
rural school library pian, and united
effort placed it upon the statute-
books. Without an organization to
press it, ten years’ further discussion
would hardly have made it a success.
Now tha rural library law is perhaps
the most popular act of the Legis-
lature of 1901, and in it the Btate
Literary and -Historical Association
has a noble and enduring monument
to its first year’'s work.

— > —— e

EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE.

The Educational Conference, which
met in Winston-Salem, N. C., last
week was attended by a large num-
ber of prominent educators from all
parts of the country, and accom-
plished much good. North Carolina
was fortunate in securing this year’s
session of this noted conference, and
the Twin City received her distin-
guished guests with real Tar Heel
hospitality.

. We regret that we were unable to
attend Thursday's session of the Con-
ference, and so missed the able ad-
dresses of Dr. J. L. M. Carry, Dr.
Charles D. Mclver, and others.

Friday's programme opened with
an address on “Our Common
Schools,”” by Dr. Chas. W. Dabney,
of the University of Tennessee, and
this was followed by addresses by
Hon. G. R. Glenn, State School Com
missioner of Georgia, and Gen. T. F.
Toon, Btate Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction for North Carolina

Among the other speakers were
President George T. Winston, who
gpoke on “Industrial Training;”’ Dr.
Albert Shaw, the able editor of the
“Review of Reviews;"’' Walter H.
Page, one of ““‘our own'’ who is mak-
ing a great success of his new maga-
zine, ‘*‘The Worli's Work;"’ and
Rev. Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst, the
distingnished New York reformer.

No other meeting of do0 much im-
portance to our educational interests

'has ever been held in North Caro-

lina, and the good effects of this will
doubtless be felt for years to come.
The campaign which the Executive

| Committee will conduct in behalf of

our public schools means much for
the entire South.

We regret that press of space this
week prevents a more extended no-
tice of this great conference. In
our next issue we hope to say more
of its work.

-

AN INQUIRY,K ANSWERED.

A Pitt county correspondent asks :

““‘How would it do to put bone and
potash on oats after they have been
sown and harrowed?”’

To say what would be best for
your oats would be rather difficult
with the data before me. The bone
meal would furnish phosphoric acid
and potash, would be only two ele-
ments, and if might be that your
land would neel some nitrogen.
Nitrate of soda, especially on light
lands, is recommended. Of course
ne and potash would be of

| some benefit, but the question is

whether the money could be best in-
vested in that or in a complete fer-
tilizer. If we knew something of
the history of your land, as to pre-
vious crops, and the cultivation and
character of the soil, we could an-
swer more intelligently. Generally
speaking, we would advise the use of
a complete fertilizer on grain crops,
with a good supply of nitrogen. 8o
if you will put on a complete fertili-
zer \now and run the harrow just
after sowing, so as to knoeck it off
of the blades, and work into the soil,
you will probably get best results
from that treatment. If the land
was previously in peas an applica-
tion of phosphate and potash wonld
be the most economical fertilizer
you could use. B.I

Rumor says that a movement is on
foot looking to a consolidation of all
the great packing interests of Chi-
cago, Omaha and Kunsas City.

IN RORTH CARoLIy,: W
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There has been considergh), ..
Bity in the unit of measure |
confusion prevails in regurq g, ..
the United States. Th“‘-uq;“.
gshould arise on the measure f')r
is not surprising. -

The United States Gowrnmeﬂ,
adopted a standard for Weio 2
the avoirdupois pound buseq g 4
Troy grain of which 5 ¢ )
quired to make a Troy p,-,um;r;
ounces, while 7,000 of the SUme gy,
weigh a pound of 18 ounces &vg )
pois. In dry measure ¢, Uns
States bushel of 2150.42 cyly, 15»
is the recognized standur( ?m:.
coarse articles must he hewpeg
nearly all have a weight styy,
avoirdupois to be used instey
measuring. The standurg lin
measure unit is the gullog
cubic inches except for beer
milk in many States.

These weights and TN BHSUreq o
kept at the county seuts ip N
Carolina, and are in the bypg, i
public officer—the Keeper of g >
ard Weights and Measures, or g,,J
ard Keeper. In nearly everyg,
the standard of weight, or vy,
for a unit of staple products is
fined and these differ one frop,
other to quite an extent. The ,
fusion should be as nearly engy
possible by a general law regylys
the weight or volume of ag )
articles as can be found vy
within limits narrow enough t y
mit one standard unit to prev
all the States.

Most of the United States weiy
and measures have been gdog
from England, except the dessin
money and metric system whichy
legal system here, and the onlyg
and logical one. It ought tolsi
common uU€e among us now.

In England there were sem
kinds of gallons, among them the
or beer gallon of 282 cubic inc
By some means, which may
been its association as a beverag l
drink, milk came to be retuilei it
this gallon, or quart, which ismg
fourth of a gallon, or 70.5 o
inches. This isan old custom whij
generally prevailed, we beliew |
the Northern States. The differm
is that 12.75 cubic inches more ni
was given than would be requix
for a quart of standard i ;uid me
ure. This is 22 per cent. culculsi
on the smaller measure.

A recent inquiry made to the s
torney-General of this State |

ang 5

Charlotte brings out the fuct i
North Carolina adopted the Unie
States standards (chap. 65, sec. 38
page 589 of Code) and the liqu
gallon is therefore the legal meast
of liquids in North Carolina, andi
statute is silent as to any lurg
measure. Therefore we must
sider 231 cubic inohes & gullon®
milk and 57.75 cubic inches one qu
This concludes - with the fluid ou
measure of the apothecary. W
find the quart measures being s
from stores in the city of Rule§
correspond to this volume witi
reasonable limits of error in maf¥
facture.

It milk is sold by weight the nYE?-
age comes to very nearly 5.65 pous¥
per gallon. There is a vurmuun@
pending on the richness of the ¥
in butter fat. The richest mik®
fat weighs less for a given voli®
than does poor, half skimmed?
skimmed milk. If any considerst*
amounts of milk changes hunds?
weight, it should be stipulated b
it contain a certain per cent. of bak
ter fat and the price varied ac(‘*f‘f‘i'
ing as this valuable constituent i
above or falls off from the stalk
set. Average milk contalns abod
three and a half per cent.—uver?
of 793 analyses 3.69 per cent.

The dailies of April 21st and P
report great damage to propert
erops, and some loss of life by #8907
and semi-blizzard which exteD
from Canada to Georgia, und T
Frid.y, Saturday, and Sunday, be1sé
most severe in the Ohio V&l
notably in Pennsylvania. L'Uid_"‘m
storms prevailed throughoul 3"0 y
Carolina and adjoining States. 5%
storms are reported from Tenn®
Virginia, Western North (CuroliDh
and other SBouthern points.

There were probably eight e J
sand creameries, or butter fact
in operation in this country 12
These make approximately ¥
cent. of the butter of the countfy
control the prices in the gr eat
ket centers. About two fifths
over three thousand are pury

operative. The remainder &r°
prietary. Thus it is seen the Ef:hh
part of the butter, about 70 per

is made on the farms.




